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Title: "The Road to Freedom — A Letter to a European Friend"
Dear friend from Europe,

With respect and affection, I write to you from Georgia — a small but spiritually strong
country that has overcome many obstacles in its pursuit of freedom. My name is Tekla, a
student born and raised in Georgia, and I want to share with you my thoughts on how we

gained independence and what freedom means to us today.

Georgia's history is complex — it is a path filled with both pain and pride. Our first
declaration of independence in 1918 lasted only three years before being taken over, and for
decades Georgia became part of the Soviet Union. Only in 1991, after the collapse of the
USSR, did Georgia regain its independence. However, achieving independence is not just a

signature on a document — it is a daily struggle, politically, culturally, and socially.

I was born in an independent Georgia, but I often see that formal independence does not
always equate to a free and transparent society. Past wars, internal conflicts, corruption, and
inequality left us with a legacy that still affects us today. Yet at the same time, I see progress
— the younger generation increasingly speaks about equality, peace, and justice. For my
generation, freedom is not just sovereignty — it is the right to express opinions, access

opportunities, and feel fairness in our daily lives.

European values — such as respect for human rights, the rule of law, and equality — are
principles that Georgia is gradually aligning with. In 2024, Georgia was granted EU candidate
status, marking a significant step toward European integration. This achievement

acknowledges the progress Georgia has made in democracy, the economy, and human rights.

There are still many challenges ahead, but I believe that the idea of freedom is becoming
clearer in our society. My peers and I understand that true freedom begins when a person is
free from fear, inequality, and hopelessness. We are moving toward that freedom — slowly,

but bravely.



I hope that one day, you and I will meet in a free, developed Georgia — a country where

independence is not only a national status but also an inner sense felt by each citizen.

Warmly,
Tekla, Georgia



